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Greetings, 

Tonight I have the great honor to decorate Mr. Jacques Sarraf with the award of Cavaliere  

Dell’ordine Della Stella D’italia. 

Mr. Jacques Sarraf is a successful businessman who contributed to the development of the 

historical activities of the Sarraf family both in Lebanon and abroad.  His commendable role at the 

helm of Malia Group has led the corporation to become a diversified group of 27 companies with 

operations in several countries.  

 

In the realm of the international business, Jacques Sarraf is a recognized feature of the Lebanese 

private sector. His experience, vision and capacity to build relations brought him also to be elected 

head of the Union of Mediterranean Confederations of Enterprises, besides being among the 

fathers of the Italo-Lebanese Business Council.   

Jacques Sarraf, as a successful and influential businessman and as a proud Lebanese, has in 

many occasions planted several seeds to make the ties between Lebanon and Italy flourish, more 

harmonious and more economically sound.  

I am thankful to him for believing in the partnership between Italy and Lebanon and for his 

devotion to the idea that the private sectors of our two countries are natural and equal partners 

and have a great future together. The challenge today is working to keep this partnership alive and 

even more mutually productive.  

Italy is grateful to a business person with a vision and with the conviction that working together 

Italian and Lebanese may succeed, that building business alliances make them stronger in any 

market they choose to operate together, that renewing in today economical global market the 

traditions and affinities that link Italy and Lebanon across the centuries is the way to follow. 

I remember when, two years ago, as President of BussinessMed, Jacques Sarraf attended with 

other Lebanese personalities a worm and friendly ceremony in Rome to plant a cedar tree in one 

of the garden of the Italian House or Representative. It was certainly a symbol of friendship and 

sympathy, a token of reciprocal appreciation but also a sign of the concrete will of business 

persons with a vision to expand and deepen the roots of the partnership between Italy and 

Lebanon, a sign of the confidence of the Lebanese private sector that the plant which holds 



together the firm ties between the two business communities and the two states will grow steadily 

and strongly as the cedar tree of Lebanon.  

Jacques Sarraf is among the persons mostly committed to the success of the relations between 

Lebanon and Italy and I am proud to present, in front of you, the decoration conferred on him by 

the President of the Italian Republic, His Excellency Sergio Mattarella.   


